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PRESS RELEASE
17 September 2009
BIBM Calls for a More Effective Implementation of European Stimulus Plans
BIBM Board gathered on September 17 in Brussels expresses concerns about the failure of European stimulus plans to provide positive effects on growth and jobs. If the global economy is to return to sustained growth and that we are aiming at long-term results in terms of “smart investments” in energy, clean technologies and innovation, stimulus plans must strictly be implemented. 
BIBM therefore renews its call for an immediate action in favour of the construction sector regarding the slow implementation of the national stimulus plans at European level in order to stimulate the economy and investments, boost jobs and provide performing products with low environmental impact and high societal value.
In that regard, the European Precast Concrete Industry will strengthen its links with important players of the construction sector so that our industry adopts a common behaviour and gives a real impetus to the sustainable construction lead market. Coordination and cooperation are the only exit ways when facing recession. 
BIBM Board also prepared its next General Assembly to be held in Madrid on November 27. This strategic political event will give BIBM a chance to prepare the European Spanish Presidency starting on 1 January 2010. 
BIBM Board globally welcomed the recast of the directive on combating late payments in commercial transactions (2000/35/EC). However, BIBM regrets that the European Commission would not go further in protecting SMEs when confronted with bigger and commercially stronger customers (and suppliers) in private transactions which can either lead businesses to bankruptcy or make the sector play the role of a bank but instead of being remunerated, like banks, the amount of money blocked by this system equals three times the annual investments of the sector.
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BIBM is the European association representing the Precast Concrete industry, involved in the supply of sustainable solutions for the built environment. In 2008, the sector employed more than 210.000 people in 8.000 production plants around Europe, generating more than 35 billion Euros of turnover.
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